Preliminary Outline Template

Name: Topic:

INTRODUCTION: This is the paragraph that opens the discussion of your topic and gets your
reader (who is busy and thinking of other things) ready to hear your argument. Ease into the topic,
and establish your credibility by using an even, academic tone and by presenting an error-free

opening to your essay.

Thesis Statement (appears as the final sentence of your introduction):

Begin each body paragraph/section with a point sentence (PS) that alerts your reader to the point of
that paragraph/section. Point sentences must support vour thesis.
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COUNTERARGUMENT:

Even though your point sentences should address all facets of your argument, your
opposition will sometimes pose a powerful counterargument that you cannot ignore. This is
often “the elephant in the room” that you must address in order to ensure you have not left
one of your opposition’s arguments unaddressed. If such a counterargument exists, address
it here by stating the counterargument and then refuting it.
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CONCLUSION: This is the paragraph that draws your essay to a close. It should reiterate the thesis
of the essay and be an interesting, powerful end to the essay. Use it to leave your reader with a good
impression of your argument and of you as a writer.



